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Review On: Design of Low Complexity LDPC
Decoding Algorithm in LDPC Coded BICMOFDM Systems
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Abstract : Digital Video Broadcasting-Terrestrial (DVB-T) is
the most widely deployed digital terrestrial television system
worldwide with services on air in over thirty countries. In order
to increase its spectral efficiency and to enable new services the
DVB consortium has developed a new standard named
DVB-T2. Latest and next-generation wireless broadcasting
standards, such as DVB-T2 or DVB-NGH, are considering
distributed multi-antenna transmission in order to increase
bandwidth efficiency and signal quality. Full-rate full-diversity
(FRFD) space-time codes (STC) such as the Golden code and
LDPC code are studied for that purpose. Bit-interleaved coded
modulation (BICM) schemes based on low-density parity check
(LDPC) codes have been used to enhance the detection
complexity. A novel low-complexity soft detection algorithm for
the reception of Golden codes in LDPC based orthogonal
frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) systems is presented
in this paper. Computational complexity investigation as well as
simulation results indicate that this algorithm has significant
performance and complexity advantages over existing optimal
detection in the various DVB-T2 broadcasting scenario.
Keywords –Bit Interleaved Coded Modulation (BICM),
Low-density parity check (LDPC) codes, MAP detection,
MIMO systems, Orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM).

I. INTRODUCTION
Since the invention of Information Theory by Shannon in
1948, coding theorists have been trying to come up with
coding schemes that will achieve capacity dictated by
Shannon’s Theorem. The most successful two coding
schemes among many are the LDPCs and Turbo codes. This
article presents LDPC codes and in particular their usage by
the second generation terrestrial digital video broadcasting
(DVB-T2) [1], DVB-T2 specification makes use of LDPC
(Low density parity-check) codes in combination with BCH
(Bose-Chaudhuri- Hocquengham) to protect against high
noise levels and interference. The second generation of the
terrestrial digital video broadcasting standard (DVB-T2) [1]
has adopted a space-frequency block code (SFBC) based on
the well-known Alamouti technique. In order to increase the
capacity and reach the full multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) diversity-multiplexing frontier, the proposals for
the future generations of terrestrial, portable and mobile
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digital video broadcasting standards, such as DVB-NGH,
focus on the combination of both diversity and spatial
multiplexing [2, 3] through full-rate full diversity (FRFD)
codes such as the Golden code.
The main advantage of LDPC codes is that they
provide a performance which approaches the channel
capacity for many different scenarios, as well as the linear
algorithms that can be used for decoding. Actually, the
efficiency improvement provided by DVB-T2 in comparison
with DVB-T is mainly based on these new coding and
interleaving schemes. LDPC codes are commonly decoded by
a soft-input soft- output (SISO) algorithm. When iterative
decoders, such as turbo or low-density parity check (LDPC)
codes, are included in the reception chain, soft information
on the conditional probabilities for all possible transmitted
symbols is required in the form of log-likelihood ratios
(LLR). Several algorithms that serve this purpose can be
found in the literature for spatial multiplexing MIMO
systems, mostly based on list sphere detection (LSD) [4].
This paper presents the design of a low-complexity soft
detection algorithm for Golden codes in bit-interleaved
coded modulation (BICM) OFDM systems based on LDPC
coding. We design the tree search algorithm in order to find
the best balance between complexity and performance, by
analyzing different tree configuration. Results based on a the
DVB-T2 transmission scheme show how the proposed
receiver design and algorithms can make the processing of
Golden codes feasible for close-to-optimal soft decoding.
II. BLOCK DIAGRAM

Fig. 1. Simplified diagram of a LDPC-based MIMO
transmission and reception scheme based on DVB-T2.
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Fig. 1 shows the basic structure of LDPC-coded
BICM-OFDM scheme with two transmit (M = 2) and two
receive (N = 2) antennas. As can be seen, the bit stream is
coded, interleaved and mapped onto a complex constellation
which is spread across the transmit antennas and consecutive
subcarriers through the Golden code. If subcarriers are
grouped according to the chosen space-frequency mapping, a
frequency-domain received symbol block Y of dimensions N
× T can be represented mathematically as
Y = HX + Z,

(1)

where H denotes the N×M complex channel matrix, X is any
M×T codeword matrix and Z represents the N ×T zero-mean
additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) matrix whose
complex coefficients fulfill CN(0, 2σ2) being σ2 the noise
variance per real component. Note that T = 2is the frequency
depth of the considered codewords X. The Golden code is the
2 × 2 FRFD scheme which achieves the maximal coding gain
[6]. A data symbol vector s = (s1, s2, s3, s4) is transformed
into the transmitted codeword as follows:

with

is the a priori LLR for the k-th bit. The second term LE in (3)
represents the extrinsic contribution to the a posteriori LLR
[4]. Using the law of total probability, it can be written as

where LD(bk), LA(bk) and LE(bk|Y ) denote the a posteriori,
a priori and extrinsic information, respectively. The
extrinsic information conditioned to the received vector Y is
written in (4).
where p(Y |b) represents the likelihood function. Defining
Kb =MT log2 P, Bk, +1 represent the set of 2Kb−1 bit vectors b
having bk = +1.
The most important part of the calculation of LD in (3) is the
likelihood function p(Y |b). Considering our system in (1),
we can rewrite it as an equivalent 4 × 4 MIMO channel
where there is no channel interference between the sets of
transmit antennas {1, 2}, {3, 4} and the sets of receive
antennas {3, 4}, {1, 2}, respectively.
Thus, the equivalent channel can be expressed as

(the golden number),

and
However, the symbols are not dispersed
with equal energy in all spatial and temporal directions in
such a way that the symbol power within each of the pairs,
(s1, s3) and (s2, s4), are always unbalanced.
The main drawback of the Golden code lies on the decoding
complexity, which is exponential in the length of the symbol
vector s, i.e. O(P4), becoming prohibitive for large
constellation sizes P.
III. SOFT DETECTION

where
is the complex channel coefficient from transmit
antenna j to receive antenna i at the k-th carrier. Note that we
have distinguished between H1 and H2 since they are equal if
and only if the channel does not vary in adjacent carriers.
By taking the elements column-wise from matrices
X and Y, the column vectors x = [x11, x21, x12, x22]T and y
= [y11, y21, y12, y22]T can be defined, respectively.
On the other hand, if we define a generator matrix G
for the Golden code as

The aim of a soft-output detector is to calculate or
approximate the a posteriori probability (APP) for each of
the coded bits cj in a given signaling interval, where j ∈ {1,
. . .ωNt} is the bit index. This probability is conveniently
represented by the so-called a posteriori log-likelihood ratio
(LLR):

The sign of LD(bk|y) is the maximum a posteriori (MAP)
estimate for bk, and the magnitude represents the reliability
of the estimate. Larger magnitudes correspond to higher
reliability, and smaller magnitudes indicate low reliability.
In particular, the extreme case of L = 0 indicates that bk is
equally likely to be +1 and −1.where Pr [bk = +1] and Pr [bk =
−1] are the a priori probabilities that bit bk is 1 or −1,
respectively, and where
LA(bk)= ln Pr [bk = +1 ]
Pr [bk = − 1]

the codeword X can be expressed as x = Gs, where s
corresponds to the symbol column vector [s1, s2, s3, s4]T .
Using the new notation, the likelihood function p(Y |b) can
be rewritten as

where s = map(b) is the mapping of the vector b into the
symbols of column vector s. Only the term inside the
exponent in (7) is relevant for the calculation of LE, and the
constant factor outside the exponent can be omitted.
The main difficulty in the calculation of (4) arises from the
computation of the ML metrics since a calculation of P4
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metrics is necessary for the considered 2 × 2 code. This
becomes unfeasible for high modulation orders unless the
calculation of (4) can be reduced.
This detection approach results in a good system
performance and its complexity depends on the method to
obtain the candidate list L. The LSD is the most common
approach, but its complexity order will be upper-bounded by
O(P4) in the same way as the SD [4]. In the next section, we
propose a fixed-complexity detection algorithm and its
design for FRFD codes such as (2).
IV. FIXED-COMPLEXITY DETECTION

10

A simple ordering algorithm is used that exploits the golden
code’s structure to ensure that the overall algorithm performs
well. Our detector has computational complexity O(q2) when
the list length ℓ = q2. However, for ℓ << q2, our algorithm
achieves comparable performance at much lower complexity.
The first step in the proposed algorithm is to determine
which pair of information symbols should be detected first,
and to furthermore determine the order in which the
remaining pair of symbols is to be detected. The pseudo code
for an efficient ordering algorithm, is shown below
Ordering Algorithm.

The proposed fixed-complexity tree-search-style algorithm is
based on the functionality of list fixed-complexity sphere
decoder (LFSD) presented in [7] for spatial multiplexing
schemes with soft symbol information requirements. The
main feature of the LFSD is that, instead of constraining the
search to those nodes whose accumulated Euclidean
distances are within a certain radius from the received signal,
the search is performed in an unconstrained fashion. The tree
search is defined instead by a tree configuration vector n =
[n1, . . . , nMT], which determines the number of child nodes
(ni) to be considered at each level. At the end of the process,
a list of Ncand candidate symbol vectors is retrieved from the
last-level nodes that have been reached. It is worth noting
that the set G composed of the Ncand selected symbol vectors
may not correspond to the vectors of the L set with the
smallest metrics given by the LSD, but provides sufficiently
small metrics and diversity of bit values to obtain accurate
soft information. A representation of an LFSD tree search is
depicted in Figure 2 for a QPSK modulation and a tree
configuration vector of n = [1, 1, 2,4].

Fig. 2. Fixed-complexity tree search of a QPSK-modulated
signal using a tree configuration vector of n = [1, 1, 2, 4].
The basic idea behind the Fixed Sphere Decoder is to perform
a search over only a fixed number of possible transmitted
signals, generated by a small subset of all possible signals
located around the received signal vector. This ensures that
the detector complexity is fixed over time, a major advantage
for hardware implementation. In order for such a search to
operate efficiently, a key point is to order the antennas in
such a way that most of the points considered relate to
transmit antennas with the poorest signal to noise (SNR)
conditions.
4.1 Ordering algorithm

The performance of the LFSD soft-detector in uncoded
scenarios is strongly dependent on the ordering algorithm of
the channel matrix and the choice of the tree configuration
vector [8]. However, in the specific case of
space-frequency-coded systems the effect of the ordering
algorithm on the overall performance relies on the symbol
power distribution in spatial and frequency directions. The
structure of the Golden code generates a difference in the
norms of the equivalent subchannels of each symbol in a pair,
which allows for the implementation of an ordering
procedure in order to improve the overall system’s
performance. The proposed ordering approach yields
close-to-optimum performance when combined with the
suggested tree configuration vector. Moreover, the matrix
ordering process only requires the computation of MT vector
norms as opposed to other ordering algorithms such as FSD
[7] which need to perform MT − 1 matrix inversion
operations.
V. SIMULATION RESULTS
The performance of the overall system has been assessed by
means of the bit error rate (BER) after the LDPC decoder.
The DVB-T2 parameters used in the simulations are: 64800
bits of length of the LDPC block, code rate R =2/3, 16-QAM
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modulation, OFDM symbol of 2048 carriers (2K) and 1/4 of
guard interval. The simulations have been carried out over a
Rayleigh channel (Typical Urban of six path, TU6),
commonly used as the simulation environment for terrestrial
digital television systems. Perfect CSI and non-iterative
detection has been considered at the receiver.
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overall visited nodes have been depicted in Fig. 4. We see
that the reduction of Ncand decreases the complexity of the
LSD decoder compared to the LFSD. For Ncand = 50, 75 %
of the LSD solutions are obtained visiting lower number of
nodes than the LFSD algorithm.

5.1. Performance comparison over DVB-T2 BICM system
This section presents the performance assessment and the
complexity analysis of the new list fixed-complexity soft
detector of the LDPC code over a SFBC DVB-T2
broadcasting scenario. Fig. 3 shows the BER curves versus
SNR for different configurations of the proposed algorithm.
for the LFSD configuration k = 1, p = P and Ncand = 25.
However, this grows up to 1.3 dB with a less complex
configuration, i.e. k = 2, p = 8. On the other hand, one should
note that the LSD performance difference between Ncand =
25 and 50 is negligible resulting advantageous in the
complexity degree of the algorithm.
Fig . 4. BER performance comparison of FRFD SFBC codes
detection with LSD [9], LFSD of [11] and the proposed
ordered LFSD for DVB-T2 transmission.
If Ncand is reduced up to 25, this value rises to 95
%. Despite these differences, the sequential nature of the
LSD tree search and its variable complexity results in a
problem for real hardware implementations. Nevertheless,
the design of LFSD makes it possible a parallel architecture
of the algorithm that can be fully pipelined and maintains
fixed the search complexity.
VI. Conclusion

Fig. 3. BER performance comparison between LSD and
LFSD detection of LDPC codes in the 2 × 2 DVB-T2 system
with 16-QAM modulation over TU6 channel.
The BER performances of the proposed algorithm, the LFSD
of [8] and the LSD solution are depicted in Fig. 4 for Ncand =
50. One can observe that the proposed fixed complexity
detection algorithm achieves a similar performance result as
the LSD with a substantial reduction in the detection
complexity. Moreover, the new ordering design and the
proposed tree search configuration vector n outperform the
LFSD solution of [8] in about 0.7 and 1 dB for Golden and SS
codes, respectively. If we observe the behavior of the
proposed fixed-complexity algorithm for the SS code, we can
see that it obtains the same BER performance as the
algorithm proposed in [7], which has a complexity of O(P3) ,
with complexity P2. For the Golden code, if the
fixed-complexity tree of P2 branches is considered, the
performance is 0.4 dB worse than the LSD with complexity
O(P4). However, if the complexity is increased to 4P2, the
performance difference is negligible.
In order to analyze the complexity of the detection
algorithms, the cumulative distribution functions of the

In this paper, a fixed-complexity detector for Golden codes
and the analysis of its implementation on future digital TV
broadcasting systems based on LDPC-coded BICM-OFDM is
presented. The main drawback of the LSD detection is its
variable complexity that is strongly dependent on the noise
and channel conditions, which leads to a complexity order
upper-bounded by O(P4). A list fixed-complexity detector
with a novel ordering algorithm is proposed in this paper
with the aim of approaching the performance of the LSD
using fixed complexity.BER simulation results show the
close-to-optimal
performance
of
the
proposed
low-complexity detector in a typical LDPC-based DVB-T2
broadcasting scenario. The proposed detection algorithm can
enable the realistic implementation and the inclusion of
LDPC codes in the forthcoming digital video broadcasting
standards or in any similar BICM-OFDM system.
BER
simulation results show the close-to-optimal performance of
the proposed low-complexity detector for both Golden and
SS SFBC codes in a typical LDPC-based DVB-T2
broadcasting scenario. The performance is clearly improved
when the proposed channel and candidate ordering
algorithm is applied with Golden codes, though its effects are
negligible for the SS code. In any case, the proposed
detection algorithm can enable the realistic implementation
and the inclusion of any FRFD SFBC code in any
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BICM-OFDM system such as the forthcoming digital video
broadcasting standards or in any similar BICM-OFDM
system.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my guide Prof.
D.P.Rathod for his support and guidance. It was his
enthusiastic encouragement that led me to work with him,
then his appreciation led me to further successes in my
academic career. I also would like to thank him for his
suggestion and support to write this Paper.
REFERENCES

12

and Computing Technologies ISBN: 978-1-4577-2077-2.
Pg1-4 available on IEEExplore digital library year 2012.
[13] D.P.Rathod and “ An efficient Genetic based algorithm for
an irregular LDPC codes with low computational complexity
and low error floor” in International Conference on
Computing,
Communication
&Control
(ICAC3).
communication in computer and information science.volume
361,2013pp249-258.available on springerlink digital
library. ISBN:978-3-642-36320-7.\
[14] Iker Sobrón, Maitane Barrenechea, Pello Ochandiano, Lorena
Martínez,Mikel
Mendicute,
and
Jon
Altuna,
“Low-Complexity Detection of Full-Rate SFBC in
BICM-OFDM Systems” in IEEE Transactions on
Communications, VOL. 60, no. 3, pp. 626–631, MARCH
2012

[1]

ETSI, “Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB); Frame structure
channel coding and modulation for a second generation digital
terrestrial television broadcasting system (DVB-T2). ETSI
EN302 755 V1.1.1,” September 2009.
[2] Y. Nasser, J.F. Helard, and M. Crussire, “System Level
Evaluation of Innovative Coded MIMO-OFDM Systems for
Broadcasting Digital TV,” International Journal of Digital
Multimedia Broadcasting, vol. 2008, pp. 1–12, 2008.
[3] I. Sobron, M. Mendicute, and J. Altuna, “Full-rate
full-diversity space-frequency block coding for digital TV
broadcasting,” in Proc. European Signal Processing Conf.
(EUSIPCO-2010), Aalborg, Denmark, August 2010.
[4] B.M. Hochwald and S. ten Brink, “Achieving near-capacity
on a multiple-antenna channel,” IEEE Trans. on Commun.,
vol. 51, no. 3, pp. 389–399, 2003.
[5] L. G. Barbero and J.S. Thompson, “A fixed-complexity
MIMO detector based on the complex sphere decoder,” in
Proc. IEEE International Workshop on Signal Processing
Advances in Wireless Communications (SPAWC ’06),
Cannes, France, July 2006.
[6] JC Belfiore, G Rekaya, and E Viterbo, “The golden code: A 2
x 2 full-rate space-time code with non-vanishing
determinants,” in 2004 IEEE International Symposium on
Information Theory, Proceedings. 2004, p. 308, IEEE.
[7] J. Paredes, A. B. Gershman, and M. Gharavi-Alkhansari, “A 2
x 2 spacetime code with non-vanishing determinants and fast
maximum likelihood decoding,” in Proc. 2007 IEEE ICASSP,
vol. 2, pp. 877–880.
[8] P.W. Wolniansky, G. J. Foschini, G.D. Golden, and R.A.
Valenzuela, “V-BLAST: An architecture for realizing very
high data rates over the rich-scattering wirelss channel,” in
Proc. URSI International Symposium on Signals, Systems
and Electronics (ISSSE’98), September 1998, pp. 295–300.
[9] B. Hochwald and S. ten Brink, “Achieving near-capacity on a
multiple antenna channel,” IEEE Trans. Commun., vol. 51,
no. 3, pp. 389–399, 2003.
[10] D.P.Rathod and “ An efficient heuristic approach for
irregular LDPC codes with low error floor” in International
Journal of advances in engineering science and technology
ISSN:2319-1120/IJAEST/V1N2:Pg.53-58.
[11] L. Barbero, “Rapid prototyping of a fixed-complexity sphere
decoder and its application to iterative decoding of
turbo-MIMO systems,” Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Edinburgh, 2006.
[12] D.P.Rathod and “ An efficient algorithm for irregular LDPC
codes with reduced computational complexity and error floor”
in International Conference on Communication, Information

International Journal of Emerging Trends in Electrical and Electronics (IJETEE – ISSN: 2320-9569)

Vol. 4, Issue. 2, June-2013.

